STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE

2135 MAKIKI HEIGHTS DRIVE

HONOLULU, HI 96822

Entry permit No. SRPO 011605
Date of Issue: 03/16/05
Expiration Date: 10/31/05
STATE WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

ENTRY PERMIT FOR GREEN ISLAND, KURE ATOLL

Pursuant to Title 13, Chapter 125, Rules Regulating Wildlife Sanctuaries, of the Division of Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW), Department of Land and Natural Resources, permission is hereby granted to:


Dr. Robert Schmieder
Expedition Leader


Eleven team members
(TBA)

The Cordell Expeditions (CE) group is hereby authorized to land on Green Island, Kure Atoll for the purposes of short wave radio communication. The CE group shall be allowed to install and occupy temporary shelter and support structures, erect antennas with supporting masts and/or guying lines, operate radio and auxiliary equipment (including generators), and deploy radio transmission, power and/or data cables to conduct radio communications (on a 24 hour per day basis) for the duration of the authorized period.

Authorized land based scientific investigations conducted by Cordell Expeditions are as follows:

Observation and documentation of ant populations (Pheidole megacephala).

The Cordell Expeditions transport vessel shall be allowed to approach and anchor outside the reef of Kure Atoll, deploy personnel, supplies or other necessities as needed via small boat or zodiac across the lagoon and recover the team from the atoll as deemed necessary. An alternate landing method across the reef directly to the island is authorized.

Special Conditions:

CE shall adhere to quarantine and access rules of the Refuge and follow the directions of the

Division of Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW) representative on station.

CE shall consult with the DOFAW representative prior to placement or movement of any communication equipment or apparatus to minimize interaction with protected wildlife.

CE team members shall be allowed access and mobility on Green Island as deemed appropriate by the DOFAW representative.

CE shall supply a sufficient amount of fresh water for the duration of the visit. CE shall be allowed use of the atoll’s existing fresh water supply at the discretion of the DOAFW representative.

Prior to departure, CE shall return occupied areas to a condition satisfactory to the DOFAW representative.

CE shall provide assistance in all island activities to maintain human support facilities while on island.

This authorization is valid from September through October 2005.

Ms. Cynthia Vanderlip will oversee the use of the field facilities, and overall group activities and movement on the island and in the lagoon. Ms. Vanderlip will also supervise the following land-based activities, as time permits:

•
Weed Verbesina from established seabird nesting and building areas.

•
Disentangle monk seals, sea turtles and seabirds from marine debris.

•
Remove nets and lines from the beaches and reefs.

•
Wire the main building for lighting.

•
Build a long-drop (outdoor toilet).

Ms. Cynthia Vanderlip will oversee all aquatic activities including projects authorized by DLNR Division of Aquatic Resources.

1.
Ms. Vanderlip will control all access to the beaches on Green and Sand Islands.

2.
Ms. Vanderlip, or her designate, shall act as a supervisor for all CE work which requires access to seabird nesting areas, to ensure adequate protection of Bonin petrel and Wedge-tailed shearwater nesting areas. Any entry into seabird colonies or the interior portions of the island must be conducted in a manner that minimizes disturbance to nesting birds and their habitat. Care must be taken to avoid crushing seabird nest burrows.

3.
When operating on land, permittees must be escorted by the DOFAW project leader or her designate. After becoming familiar with the operational areas in the interior of the island, the permittees may perform their duties unescorted, at the discretion of the DOFAW project leader.

4.
All Cordell Expeditions activity should take into account DOFAW protocols for working near Monk seals, which are detailed as follows:

• Hawaiian Monk seals and Green sea turtles should not be approached either on land or in the water. Neither should they be approached as they pass under you while you are on any over-water structure such as the pier. Monk seals and turtles sometimes approach swimmers, divers and vessels in the water out of curiosity, but in no instance are they to be approached, pursued, disturbed, harassed or fed. Do not intercept their course.

• When Monk seals or turtles are hauled out on the beach, all disturbance should be avoided. Federal policy requires that individuals maintain a minimum distance of 100 feet from all Hawaiian Monk seals. A minimum distance of 300 feet should be maintained from a mother seal and pup, and you should never pass between a mother seal and pup. Try to remain out of sight of turtles and seals while passing by. And regardless of your distance from seals or turtles, the goal should be not to alter their behavior in any way.

• Designated landing zones for survey crews are in the immediate vicinity of the pier, unless Monk seals area present. If Monk seals are present near the landing site, an alternative site should be selected, until such time as the seal(s) vacate the area. Survey crews should limit their access to the island beaches to a direct route between the landing area and the field camp access trail, so as to minimize potential disturbance to seals or turtles. Other access to the island for management purposes will be at the discretion of the DOFAW project manager.

• Reports of Monk seal or sea turtle harassment, or obviously injured, entangled, or sick Monk seals or sea turtles should be made to the Division of Forestry and Wildlife project manager as soon as possible.

5.
Upon completion of travel, a trip report shall be submitted to the Oahu Wildlife Manager within

30 days of the completion of the trip, which summarizes activities and findings while on the island.

This permit does not in any way make the Board of Land and Natural Resources of the State of Hawaii liable for any claims of personal injury or property damage to the permittee and/or the subpermittee(s) which may occur while engaged in activities permitted under this permit; further, the permittee agrees to hold the State harmless against any claim of personal injury, death or property damage resulting from the activities of the permittee or anyone assisting the permittee.

The attached Title 13, Chapter 125 regulates activities on wildlife sanctuaries.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:

1.
The permittee shall comply with State laws and rules regarding entry on said sanctuary and the protection of all organisms covered under such laws and rules.

2.
§ 13-125-5, pertaining to prohibited entry into the Kure Atoll Wildlife Sanctuary, is waived.

This permit shall become valid only upon completion of the following:

a.
The applicant shall read the conditions stipulated in this permit and the attached rule and acknowledge understanding of the conditions by affixing his/her signature in the space provided.

This permit is not transferable and must be carried by the permittee while in the above-named sanctuary.

Any person violating any of the conditions stipulated under this permit shall be subject to the penalty provisions provided by law. Further, any infractions of this permit may be cause for revocation of this permit and/or denial of future permit requests.

This permit will be valid for activities concurrent with the Cordell Expeditions, September 2005.

[signed]

DAVID G. SMITH, Oahu Wildlife Manager

The undersigned have read, understand and hereby agree to abide by the general conditions and any special conditions.

[signed]

Dr. Robert Schmieder, Expedition Leader 

Cordell Expeditions

