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PRELIMINARIES 

About this document  

This Handbook is mostly pictures. The reason is that its purpose is to familiarize you with the 

facilities, equipment, and procedures we will use in carrying out the operation on Clipperton 

Island. We follow the universal dictum that ñA picture is worth a thousand words.ò I think you 

will be surprised to learn that you do not need to read much, and will in fact learn more.  

During the voyage south from Cabo San Lucas, we will work through the various stages of the 

operation, using this Handbook as a guide.  

This is not a handbook for operating the radio stations or for running the WiFi and DXA 

systems. Separate Handbooks for the Radio operations, WiFi layout, DXA operation, etc. are 

being produced by the individuals responsible for those components.  

Print a copy of this document and bring it with you  

You are responsible to know this material. We will talk about the material in this Handbook on 

the way to Clipperton. In case you are not able to participate in some of these discussions, you 

should familiarize yourself with this material before getting onboard the boat. 
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GENERAL 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

General 

The primary motive for the Cordell Expeditions is to foster international goodwill and 

cooperation through person-to-person contacts, in documenting remote sites and preserving 

their natural history and cultural resources. To that end, the 2013 Clipperton Island Expedition 

will be international in scope and participation. 

The primary goal for the Clipperton Island Expedition will be to complete the scientific 

activities safely, without loss or damage to persons or property. To that end, the project will be a 

model of careful planning, safe operations, and appropriate stewardship. 

One objective is to enable as many people as possible to participate in some aspect of the 

project. To that end, we will welcome support and participation from any source, and we will 

carry out the project with the highest regard for the interests and needs of our public. 

Radio science 

The primary goal for the radio operations is to log a valid contact with as many different 

amateur radio operators as possible. To that end, we have assembled as world-class system of 

11 radio stations and a world-class team of radio operators.  

Another goal is to extend technology and techniques for radio operations on remote sites. To 

that end, we have implemented a quasi-real-time system called DXA, which enables uploading 

the radio log data through a satellite link and display on any web browser within 1 minute. This 

system will provide an exciting and rewarding experience for the DXer, as well as reduce the 

number of duplicate contacts and eliminate false logging by pirate stations. 

Natural Science 

Clipperton Island Island provides both an excellent opportunity to extend our understanding of 

the oceanic coral reef environment and its ecosystems, and a challenge to document the site for 

future protection, conservation, and management. We believe that with proper care, a brief visit 

can be made that will provide useful data while keeping the risks negligibly low. 

To this end, we plan to carry out a series of scientific investigations of the environment and 

biological populations at Clipperton. While important to the overall project, the Natural Science 

activities will not interfere with the radio operations. Of the 29 persons on the island, 24 are 

radio operators; the other 5 are scientists and journalists onsite to carry out the Natural Science 

program. 
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OFFICERS 

The onsite operation will be managed onsite by the following: 

Robert Schmieder KK6EK Expedition Leader 

Walt Wilson N6XG Site Manager 

Chris Janssen DL1MGB Radio Operations Manager 

Mike Shapiro WA6O Satellite Link Manager 

Ed Cox KE3D WiFi Manager 

LouPhi Loncke Natural Science Coordinator 

Lance Collister W7GJ Six Meter/EME Operations 

Markus van Bergerem DJ7EO Power Engineer 

Mathias Mueller DJ2HD Health, Safety, and Security Officer 

Kenneth Hemstedt OZ1IKY Resource Manager 

Dave Farnsworth WJ2O Documentation Officer 

Ramon Gutierrez French TV Journalist 

Christian Jost Geography Researcher 

Luis Chartarifsky XE1L Ombudsman 

Igor Lazarev USØVA Medical Officer 

These personal have both responsibility and authority to establish, maintain, operate, and 

control their respective areas. Although most of these functions are self-explanatory, we clarify 

some that may be less obvious. Onsite, the Expedition Leader has overall responsibility and 

authority for the operations, including scheduling, activities, sequencing, safety, equipment, 

logistics, and balance of operations. The site manager has responsibility for erection and 

removal of the entire facility. The satellite operations manager has authority over the internet 

connection and DXA. The Resource Manager has the responsibility of managing food, water, 

fuel, and other supplies. The Documentation Officer will ensure that we keep complete and 

accurate records of all the activities. The Ombudsman is the person to whom anyone who has a 

problem or issue can go with assurance of fair and sympathetic counseling. 
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STAGING 

LOADING 

The boat will be loaded on Thursday-Friday 14-15 Feb 2013 at:  

 

Knight and Carver 

1313 Bay Marine Dr. 

National City, CA 91950  

(619) 336-4141 ext. 133 (Nancy) 

Most of the team members will be staying at: 

 

Best Western Yacht Harbor 

5005 N. Harbor Dr. 

San Diego, CA 92106 

(619) 224 3254 
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CABO SAN LUCAS 

The TX5K team is staying at: 
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SAILING 

The vessel will sail with part of the team from San Diego, CA at 1800 hrs. on Monday 18 Feb. 

2013, and will make a brief stop at Cabo San Lucas on 23 Feb. to pick up the balance of the 

team. The team already onboard will not be allowed to disembark at Cabo (sorry!). On the 

return voyage, the vessel will again stop at Cabo San Lucas at 0800 hrs. Friday 15 March 2013 

to let off the partial team. The balance of the team and crew will then return with the vessel to 

San Diego, arriving around 1800 hrs. Monday 18 March 2013. 
 

Day # 
 

Date Wed Time Location 

      

0 
 

18 Mon 1800 Lv SD 

1 February 19 Tues 
 

UW 

2 
 

20 Wed 
 

UW 

3 
 

21 Thu 
 

UW 

4 
 

22 Fri 
 

UW 

5 
 

23 Sat 800 UW/Cabo/UW 

6 
 

24 Sun 
 

UW 

7 
 

25 Mon 
 

UW 

8 
 

26 Tue 2200 UW/Arr CI 

9 
 

27 Wed 
 

Landing/Setup 

10 February 28 Thu 
 

Setup/QRV 

11 March 1 Fri 
 

QRV 

12 
 

2 Sat 
 

QRV 

13 
 

3 Sun 
 

QRV 

14 
 

4 Mon 
 

QRV 

15 
 

5 Tue 
 

QRV 

16 
 

6 Wed 
 

QRV 

17 
 

7 Thu 
 

QRV 

18 
 

8 Fri 
 

QRV 

19 
 

9 Sat 
 

QRV 

20 
 

10 Sun 
 

QRV/Teardown 

21 
 

11 Mon 
 

Teardown/Loading/UW 

22 
 

12 Tue 
 

UW 

23 
 

13 Wed 
 

UW 

24 
 

14 Thu 
 

UW 

25 
 

15 Fri 800 UW/Cabo/UW 

26 
 

16 Sat 
 

UW 

27 
 

17 Sun 
 

UW 

28 March 18 Mon 1800 UW/Arr SD 

      

     
UW=Underway 

     
SD=San Diego 

     
Cabo=Cabo San Lucas 

     
Local (CI) Time = UTC-8hrs 
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THE VOYAGE 

THE SHOGUN 
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CABIN AND STATEROOMS 
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UNDERWAY 
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TRACK OF THE VESSEL 
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IMAGES OF CLIPPERTON 

 

 

 
  


